
16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the 

lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 

18 At once they left their nets and followed him.

19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing 

their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 

men and followed him.

As Jesus walked along, He saw two of His friends, Peter and Andrew, who were professional 

fishermen. He asked them to follow Him and become fishers of men. At once, they quit their jobs and 

began following Christ. 

He next found James and John, and requested that they do the same. With no hesitation, they left not 

only their occupation but also their father, and began to accompany the Lord. Clearly, these men 

recognized Jesus' greatness. He was the one whose shoes John was unworthy to untie. God had 

specially acknowledged Him by His own voice from heaven. So when Jesus demanded radical action 

(to drop everything and follow Him), they responded immediately.

These fishermen demonstrated the meaning of discipleship. When Jesus called, they: 1) acted 

immediately, 2) left both job and family, and 3) started following Him. Christ calls us today through 

His Word. When we perceive His greatness, we too will: 1) obey immediately all He says, 2) put Him 

ahead of everything, including our job and family, and 3) follow Him, allowing His example to direct 

every step. People who know that Jesus wants them to change, but put it off, are not like these four 

fishermen.

Keep thinking about it

•  What was it like for you when you met Jesus?  Do you find yourself being like the disciples or like 

someone who puts things off? 

• Is there something in your life that Jesus has asked you to drop in order to follow him? You can talk 

to a caring Christian about it and get encouragement at http://godlife.com/form/connect 
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